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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: FURTHER GREEK VIEWS ON SECOND ROUND OF AEGEAN 
AIR SPACE (FIR) TALKS 

REF: ATHENS 5669 

1. MFA'S DIRGEN FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS JOHN TZOUNIS IN 
CONVERSATION AUGUST 12 PROVIDED DCM WITH GREEK GOVERN- 
MENT'S FURTHER VIEWS ON RESULTS OF SECOND ROUND OF 

FIR TALKS WITH TURKEY WHICH WERE CONCLUDED IN ATHENS 
JULY 24 (REFTEL). 

2. WHILE TZOUNIS AGREED THAT SECOND ROUND HAD BEEN MORE 
PRODUCTIVE THAN FIRST ROUND HELD IN ANKARA IN JUNE, HE 
EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT TURKS HAD BEEN UNWILLING 
TO SEPARATE QUESTION OF CIVIL FLIGHTS, ON WHICH FULL 
AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED, FROM THAT OF MILITARY FLIGHTS, 
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WHERE THERE WERE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS STILL TO BE RESOLVED. 
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TZOUNIS SAID THAT ON THE BASIS OF AGREEMENTS REACHED IN 
ROUND II TROUBLESOME TURKISH AND GREEK NOTAMS COULD BE 
CANCELLED "TOMORROW ", THEREBY OPENING UP AIR CORRIDORS 
BETWEN GREECE AND TURKEY WHICH HAVE BEEN CLOSED SINCE 
LAST JULY. TURKS HOWEVER WERE UNWILLING TO CANCEL THEIR 
NOTAM 714 UNTIL FULL AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ON MILI- 
TARY FLIGHTS. SINCE GREEKS VIEWED AS COMPLETELY UN- 
ACCEPTABLE ANKARA'S DEMAND FOR "TURKISH EARLY IDENTIFICATION 
ZONE" EXTENDING 50 MILES INTO AEGEAN FROM FURKISH MAINLAND, 

A DEADLOCK STILL EXISTED. 

3. ACCORDING TO TZOUNIS, GREEKS HAD COUNTERED TURKISH 
CALL FOR 50-MILE ZONE BY INSISTING THAT SUCH A ZONE, 

IF CREATED, SHOULD BE RECIPROCAL, I.E., THAT TURKISH 
AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOTIFY GREEK AIR CONTROL CENTER OF 
TURKISH INLAND FLIGHTS WITHIN 50 MILES OF TURKISH COASTLINE. 

THIS, ANKARA HAD REFUSED TO CONSIDER. TZOUNIS ADDED 
THAT GREEKS HAD ALSO OFFERED, ON A RECIPROCAL BASIS, TO 
SUPPLY FLIGHT INFORMATION ON REQUEST TO TURKISH AIR CONTROL 
CENTER IF TURKS OBSERVED FOUR OR MORE RADAR TRACKS APPEARING 
SIMULTANEOUSLY OF AIRCRAFT MOVING TOWARD TURKISH COASTLINE 
AT MORE THAN 300 MILES PER HOUR. GOG BELIEVED THAT ARRANGE- 
MENT OF THIS KIND OUGHT TO ALLAY WHATEVER TURKISH CONCERNS 
EXISTED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A SNEAK ATTACH BY GREEK 
AIRCRAFT ON TURKEY. TZOUNIS SAID HOWEVER THAT ANKARA WAS 
NOT INTERESTED IN THIS PROPOSAL EITHER. 

4. IN FACT, SAID TZOUNIS, GOG DID NOT REPEAT NOT BELEIVE 

THAT ANKARA'S DESIRE TO ESTABLISH 50-MILE ZONE WAS MOTIVATED 
BY MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS. TZOUNIS FOUND IT HAD BE BELEIVE 
THAT TURKS WERE GENUINELY WORRIED THAT GREECE WOULD CONTEMPLATE 
ATTACKING TURKEY. EVEN IF SUCH CONCERNS EXISTED, HE ARGUED, 

A 50-MILE ZONE WOULD NOT PREVENT SNEAK ATTACK SINCE GREEK 
AIRCRAFT COULD ELUDE TURKISH RADAR BY APPROACHING ANATOLIAN 
MAINLAND AT LOW ALTITUDE. THIS BEING THE CASE, GREEKS BELIEVED 
THAT TURKISH MOTIVATION WAS ESSENTIALLY LEGAL AND POLITICAL. 

50-MILE ZONE INTO AEGEAN WOULD COINCIDE WITH LIMITS OF SHELF AS DEFIN 
ED BY ANKARA. 

GREECE HAS NO INTENTION OF AGREEING TO ANY 

"SPECIAL STATUS" FOR THE AEGEAN WHICH MIGHT PREJUDICE 
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INTERNATIONAL COURT'S FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF GREEK AND 
TURKISH LEGAL CLAIMS WITH RESPECT TO AEGEAN. IN THE OPINION 
OF THE GREEKS, ANKARA’S INTEREST IN CREATING A 
50-MILE ZONE WAS MOTIVATED BY TURKISH DESIRES TO AFFECT 
EVENTUAL DELIBERATIONS IN THE HAGUE RATHER THAN 
BY GENUINE CONCERN FOR TURKISH MILITARY SECURITY. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO DCM'S QUESTION, TZOUNIS SAID THAT 
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GREEK AND TURKISH DELEGATIONS WERE STILL SCHEDULED TO 
MEET SOME TIME IN SEPTEMBER TO DISCUSS THEIR JOINT SUB- 
MISSION OF AEGEAN PROBLEMS TO THE HAGUE COURT. THE THIRD 
ROUND OF FIR TALKS WAS ALSO SCHEDULED TO TAKE 
PLACE IN SEPTEMBER. THE WO SETS OF TALKS WERE NOT 
REPEAT NOT CONNECTED IN THE GREEK MIND AND FOR THE 
REASONS TZOUNIS HAD OUTLINED. ATHENS WAS DETERMINED 
TO KEEP THEM SEPARATE. 

KUBISCH 
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